Maroh 30® 1971 


Aoousti.os and Speech Researoh Lab* 

Bell Te^Leiphone Laboratories 
Murray Hill® New Jersey 

Dear Sirs s 

I am a oollego freshman who® for the past four years* has 
been engaged In extensive research Into the assassination of 
President Kennedy. It has recently oome to my attention that 
Bell Laboratories was commissioned to do some analysis for 
the Warren Commission In the summer of 1964. 

By letter dated June 30, 1964, the Commission sent a tape 
whloh proported to have been made during the President* s assas- 
sination and requestedtthat Bell study It for possible gunshots 
before an announcer broke In • This request was addressed to 
Mr. L* G* Kersta of the Aooustles and Speeoh Lab. 

On July 17, 1064, Mr. Kersta responded, Indicating that 
the nnalyals had detected six "non voiced noises" prior to the 
sound of the announoer's voloe. His letter, whloh I have obtained 
from the National Archives refers to appended diagrams, at least 
two of which are referred to as "figures 4 a and 4B." The 
Archives informed me that It does not have any of these figures 
or diagrams. Without them. It Is quite difficult, If not 
Impossible, to determine Just what Mr. Kersta* a letter Is 
indicating* 

I am herein requesting copies of the diagrams or figures 
whloh were sent to the Commission with Mr. Agrsta's letter. 


Also, I would like to know, if possible, whether your 
study of the tape precludes the possibility that eaoh of the 
six noises may have been individual shots, even though they 
exhibit different oharaoterlsttos. I am Inclined to think shots 
from different weapons and different looations might explain 
the different aooustlo oharaoterlstlos of the six noises* 

If Bell reaohed any oonoluslons from studying this tape, I would 
appreciate knowing them* 


I would like to Inform you that the authenticity of this 
tape has not been established and there are Ind loot Ions it was 
not made during the actual assassination shots* However, the 
doouments available from the National Arohlvas are not oo-oplete* 
and I would greatly appreciate it if you oould assist me In my 
efforts to fill the existing gaps, even if the tape proves to 
be a ’•fake*" : 


Thanking you in advanoe for your efforts, I remain® 
! Sincerely, 



Howard Roffman 
8829 Blue Grass Rd* 
Philadelphia, Fa* 19152 


